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LIFE,  EDUCATION,  AWARDS,  ACTIVISM, AND PEDAGOGY 

1940 Antonieta Sosa Gámez was born on March 1,  inc idental ly  in  New York to Venezuelan 
parents.  

Her  fami ly  returned to Caracas in  May.  

1946-59 Studies  at  Colegio La Consolac ión,  where she completed her  secondary educat ion.  

1959-61 Attends the Escuela de Artes  P lást icas  Cr istóbal  Rojas  as  an audit ing student.  

Studies  at  the Academia Bal let  Arte .  

1960-62 Pursues studies  in  psychology at  the Univers idad Central  de Venezuela (UCV) ,  Caracas.  

Marr ies  the Venezuelan sc ient ist  Miguel  Laufer .  The couple moves to the United States  to 
cont inue their  studies.  

1962-66 Undertakes and completes studies  in  v isual  arts  and choreography in  the respect ive 
departments  at  the Univers i ty  of  Cal i fornia,  Los  Angeles  (UCLA).  

1966 Returns to Venezuela and sett les  with her  husband at  the Inst i tuto Venezolano de 
Invest igaciones Cient í f icas  ( IVIC) ,  Caracas.  Gains  recognit ion within the Venezuelan 
cultural  mi l ieu and begins  exhibit ing her  work in  both inst i tut ional  and commercia l  
venues.   

Daughter  Gabr ie l la  i s  born.  

1968 Cont inues to exper iment,  develop,  and exhibit  her  work.  

Daughter  Rebeca is  born.  

1969 Separates  from Miguel  Laufer .  

Destroys  her  part ic ipatory work Plataforma I I  in  a  publ ic  act ion.  Choreographical ly  
p lanned by the art ist  and organized by a  group of  act iv ist  intel lectuals ,  the act ion inc ludes 
a  process ion from the Ateneo de Caracas  to  Plaza Morelos ,  dur ing a  pres ident ia l  v is i t  to  
the Museo de Bel las  Artes .  Conceived as  a  protest  against  the oppress ion of  art ists  under 
the Braz i l ian mi l i tary  dictatorship,  the destruct ion of  Plataforma I I  jo ins  the boycott  of  
Venezuela’s  off ic ia l  part ic ipat ion in  the São Paulo Biennial  and generates—even before 
taking place—a controversy covered by the nat ional  press.  

1969-74 Begins  teaching at  the Inst i tuto de Or ientación en Arte y  Ciencia .  

1971 Part ic ipates  in  the product ion of  the short  f i lm El  insól i to  asalto a l  Royal  C i ty  Bank (The 
Unusual  Assault  on the Royal  C i ty  Bank) ,  d i rected by the Venezuelan f i lmmaker Al fredo 
Lugo.  

1971-92 Directs  the chi ldren’s  paint ing workshop at  Colegio Emi l  Fr iedman .  

1972-77 Teaches body express ion in  the Chi ldren’s  Art ist ic  Express ion Workshop created by 
Venezuelan art ist  Mercedes Pardo at  the Fundación Sala Mendoza .  

1973-75 Co-founds Grupo Contradanza ,  d i rected by Venezuelan choreographer Herci l ia  López .  

1974-79 Teaches body express ion at  CETRAC ,  a  therapeut ic  community  directed by Venezuelan 
psychiatr ist  and psychoanalyst  Rafael  Ernesto López.  

1974-82 Serves as  Ful l  Professor  of  Visual  Art  at  the Inst i tuto de Educación Integral  de San 
Bernardino .  

Teaches a  course in  body express ion for  teacher-tra ining students  in  the Department of  Preschool  
Educat ion at  Univers idad Metropol i tana,  Caracas.  

1977  Travels  to Japan,  China,  and I ta ly  after  being invited,  together  with the writer  Luis  Br i tto 
García,  to  the Third World Theatre Fest ival  organized by Eugenio Barba,  d irector  of  Odin 
Teatret  in  Denmark.  
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1983-93 Begins  teaching in  higher  educat ion,  offer ing courses across  di f ferent  art ist ic  f ie lds  at  the 
Escuela de Artes  Visuales  Cr istóbal  Rojas ,  Caracas.  

1991 Presents  the paper “Alternat ive Methods in  Art  Educat ion” at  the F irst  Nat ional  Congress  
of  Visual  Art ists ,  held dur ing the I I  B ienal  de Artes  P lást icas  in  Mérida,  Venezuela 

1992-2010 Co-founds the Inst i tuto Univers i tar io de Estudios  Super iores  de Artes  P lást icas  Armando 
Reverón  (Armando Reverón Inst i tute of  Higher  Studies  in  the Visual  Arts ,  IUESAPAR,  
Caracas) ,  where she teaches in  the Plast ic  Language Workshop.  Supervises  and serves on 
the jur ies  of  dozens of  undergraduate theses.  Is  appointed Ful l  Professor  in  her  f ie ld.  

1994 At  the inv itat ion of  Jo Yarr ington at  Fair f ie ld Univers i ty ,  Connect icut ,  g ives  the seminar  
“Space-Body Relat ionship;  Three Sess ions,  Inc luding a  Body Demonstrat ion.”  

1995  Gives the seminar  “Beauty Everywhere” at  the  Museo de Bel las  Artes,  Caracas.  

1996 Part ic ipates  in  the seminar  “Art  and Madness:  Space of  Creat ion,”  held at  the Museo de 
Bel las  Artes  in  Caracas.  The t i t le  of  her  paper is  “Art  and the Therapeut ic  in  the Work of  
Lygia  Clark  and Antonieta Sosa.”  

1996-99 Together  with Sandra Pinardi ,  PhD in phi losophy,  and Luis  Pérez-Oramas,  PhD in art  
h istory,  conceives and teaches the supplementary workshop “Thought  and Creat ion.”  The 
workshop serves as  the pi lot  project  for  the development of  IUESAPAR’s  master ’s  program. 

1999 Presents  a  paper at  the Third Internat ional  Symposium on Aesthet ics  in  Mérida,  
Venezuela.  

2000 Receives  the Nat ional  Arts  Pr ize from the Venezuelan state in  the category of  Visual  Arts .  

2001 Promotes the development of  IUESAPAR’s  mixed-media specia l izat ion at  a  t ime when the 
inst i tut ion offered only  sculpture,  ceramic,  paint ing,  and graphic  arts .  

2002 Although she was the only  art  professor  at  the inst i tut ion with a  univers i ty  degree,  i s  
required by IUESAPAR to submit  a  thesis  in  order  to obtain a  bachelor ’s  degree and 
advance within the academic structure.  Upon complet ion of  that  thesis ,  i s  awarded the BA 
in Art ,  major  in  Paint ing.  

2006 Part ic ipates  in  the exhibit ion The S i tes  of  Lat in  American Abstract ion  at  the Cisneros 
Fontanals  Art  Foundat ion (CIFO),  Miami,  through an author ized reproduct ion of  her  work.  
This  i s  due to her  refusal  to  a l low her  or ig inal  p ieces to leave the country.  

Her  work Ajedrez Visual  (Visual  Chess,  1965)  i s  acquired by the Patr ic ia  Phelps  de Cisneros 
Col lect ion.  I t ' s  one of  her  few or ig inal  works  located outs ide Venezuela,  after  the work 
donat ion to the Museum of  Modern Art ,  New York,  in  2016.  

2008 Travels  to Panama to v is i t  fami ly  and from there cont inues to New York and Cambridge,  
Massachusetts .  V is i ts  several  museums and,  at  Harvard Univers i ty ,  the exhibit ion Pedacito 
de Cie lo (L i t t le  P iece of  Heaven)  at  the Carpenter  Center.  The exhibit ion offers  an account 
of  the transit ion from modernity  to contemporaneity  in  Venezuelan art  and inc ludes two 
author ized reproduct ions of  her  work.  This  further  consol idates  her  pract ice of  
author iz ing reproduct ions for  the internat ional  c i rculat ion of  her  work,  g iven her  f i rm 
refusal ,  for  sociopol i t ica l ,  economic,  and cultural  reasons,  to a l low her  works  to leave 
Venezuela.  

On May 14,  IUESAPAR is  off ic ia l ly  c losed and transformed into the Univers idad Nacional  
Exper imental  de las  Artes  (UNEARTE) ,  Caracas.  

Begins  the ret i rement process  but  is  required to cont inue teaching.  Withdraws to the 
apartment-studio,  where work and writ ing cont inue.  Receives v is i ts  f rom researchers  and 
former students  and is  inv i ted to exhibit  her  work and perform act ions at  nat ional  and 
internat ional  inst i tut ions.  
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2011 On September 30,  she ret i res  from UNEARTE,  off ic ia l ly  br inging to a  c lose a  forty-year  
teaching career—spanning from preschool  to univers i ty  level—in the v isual  and 
performing arts .  She cont inues to stay in  touch with her  former students  through 
correspondence and per iodic  v is i ts .  She a lso cont inues to present  her  artwork and 
performances.  

2014 Receives,  in  absent ia,  the Achievement Award from the Cisneros Fontanals  Art  Foundat ion 
(CIFO),  Miami.  

2016 Her work Ajedrez Visual  (Visual  Chess ,  1965)  is  donated to MoMA in New York by the 
Patr ic ia  Phelps  de Cisneros Col lect ion.  I t  i s  one of  her  few or ig inal  works  located outs ide 
of  Venezuela.  The work was direct ly  acquired from the art ist  in  2006.  

2024 Leaves her  work documented and organized before dying at  the age of  84 in  her  
apartment-studio in  Caracas.  

Her  legacy of  exper imentat ion,  perseverance,  and dedicat ion cont inues to inspire her  
heirs  and former students.  They establ ished the estudio antonieta sosa ,  which is  
dedicated to preserving and disseminat ing her  l i fe long interdisc ipl inary work. 

 

 

EXHIBICIONES,  ACCIONES CORPORALES Y  PARTICIPATIVAS,  ARTES ESCENICAS 

1967 V Salón Anual  de Arte Venezolano.  Group  show at  Casa de la  Cultura .  Maracay,  Venezuela.  

Antonieta Sosa Laufer .  Solo  show at  Galer ie  De Boog ,  Wi l lemstad,  Curaçao.  

1968 IV  Salón de la  Joven Pintura y  Escultura.  Group show at  Galer ía  Univers i tar ia  de Arte,  UCV .  
Caracas.  

 I  B ienal  de Arte Exper imental .  Ateneo de Valencia ,  Venezuela.  

1969 Exposic ión de Jóvenes Art istas.  Group show at  Galer ía  Univers i tar ia  de Arte,  UCV .  Caracas.  

XXX Salón Of ic ia l  Anual  de Arte Venezolano.  Solo show at  Museo de Bel las  Artes .  Caracas.  

Antonieta Sosa,  7  objetos  b lancos.  Solo show at  Ateneo de Caracas .  Caracas.  

XI I  Salón D´Empaire.  Group show at  Salón de Exposic iones del  Consejo Munic ipal .  Maracaibo,  
Venezuela.  

Muestra de Humor.  Group show at  Galer ía  Estudio Actual .  Caracas.  

1970 El  corazón,  la  boca,  los  actos  y  la  v ida .  Stage Design in  col laborat ion with Wi l l iam Stone.  
Choreography by Ofel ia  Suárez,  Compañía Nacional  de Danza,  Teatro Nacional .  Caracas.  

1971  Exposic ión de Sol idar idad.  Group show at  Galer ía  Espiral ,  Escuela de Artes  P lást icas  Cr istóbal  
Rojas .  Caracas.  

1972  Exposic ión colect iva en la  Casa de la  Cultura.  Group show at  Parroquia del  23 de Enero .  Caracas.  

Colect iva de Pintura y  Dibujo en homenaje a l  Che Guevara.  Group show at  Galer ía  Viva México .  
Caracas.  

1973 Colect iva de pintura,  escultura,  d ibujos,  grabados.  Group show at  Sala Humboldt .  Caracas.        

 Colect iva de Pintura Venezolana.  Group show at  Galer ía  Viva México .  Caracas.  

1974 Las cosas que nos pasan .  Performs at  this  tour ing choreographic  work (dance-theater)  a longside 
her  col leagues from the Contradanza  group:  Teatro del  Ateneo de Caracas,  Casa de la  Cultura de 
Coro,  Ateneo de Guanare y  Ateneo de San Fel ipe ,  Venezuela.  

1975 Se mueve .  Performs with Contradanza  group in the short  f i lm by Antonio L lerandi  and Iván Feo.  
Caracas.  
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El  c i rco mágico .  Cast  member in  the short  f i lm by Jesús Enr ique Guédez,  based on a story  by 
Al fredo Armas Al fonso.  Caracas.  

1977 Primer Fest ival  Venezolano de Diaposit ivas .  Exhibit ion project  organized by I ta lo-Venezuelan 
art ist  by Claudio Perna.  Sala  Mendoza.  Caracas.  

1978  Antonieta Sosa,  S i l las  y  mariposas.  Solo show at  Galer ía  Tr inchera .  Caracas.   

Exper iencia de improvisación corporal  con s i l las .  Performance featur ing v isual  art ist  L id ia  Sanhei  
and music  by Mercedes Muños.  Galer ía  Tr inchera .  Caracas.  

Exper iencia Vocal  con la  S i l la  de Corazón.  Performance featur ing Yuma Díaz  and music  by 
Marianela Maduro.  Galer ía  Tr inchera .  Caracas.  

1979 Arte en v i tr ina .  Solo intervent ion projects  organized by I ta lo-Venezuelan art ist  C laudio Perna.  
Librer ía  Suma .  Caracas.  

1980 Conversación con baño de agua t ib ia.  Performance at  Galer ía  de Arte Nacional .  Caracas.  
Featur ing:  Héctor  Fuenmayor & Al fredo Del  Mónaco (prerecorded dia log)  and Elena Vi l la lobos 
(performer) .  

1981 I  B ienal  Nacional  de Artes  Visuales.  Museo de Bel las  Artes .  Caracas.  

Acciones frente a la  P laza .  Group show organized by Venezuelan art ist  Marco Antonio Ettedgui .  
Headquarters  of  the Gobernación del  Distr i to Federal .  Caracas.  

Acción en Margar i ta .  Group show organized by Venezuelan art ist  Juan Loyola.  Museo de Arte 
Contemporáneo Francisco Narváez .  Por lamar,  Venezuela.   

1982 Muestra Exper imental  OVSI .  Insta l lat ion:  Columna hor izontal ,  vers ión I .  Group show at  Sala 
Mendoza .  Caracas.  

Arco 82,  Estudio Uno -Stand 153,  Caracas gal lery  part ic ipat ing at  the Madrid art  fa i r ,  Spain.  

Colect iva de arte no convencional ,  Group show at  Galer ía  de Arte de Corpoindustr ia.  Maracay,  
Venezuela.  

1983 Autorretratos.  E l  art ista como objeto/sujeto del  arte.  Group show at  Espacio Alterno,  Galer ía  de 
Arte Nacional  and Ateneo de Caracas .  Caracas.  

1984 Muestra colect iva.  Group show at  Sala de Exposic iones,  Univers idad S imón Bol ívar .  Caracas.    

 Jóvenes Creadores,  Colecc ión de la  Galer ía  de Arte Nacional .  Group show at  Ateneo de Caracas .  

1985 Del  cuerpo al  vac ío,  homenaje a Oskar  Schlemmer y  Armando Reverón.  Performance at  Galer ía  de 
Arte Nacional .  Caracas.  

1988 La imaginación de la  transparencia.  Group show at  Museo de Bel las  Artes .  Caracas.  

1990 I I  Edic ión del  Premio Mendoza de Escultura.  Group show at  Sala Mendoza .  Caracas.    

1991 Uno,  dos,  t res ,  cuatro.  Group show at  Museo de Bel las  Artes .  Caracas.  

1993 VI  Bienal  Nacional  de Escultura Francisco Narváez.  Group show at  Museo de Arte Contemporáneo 
Francisco Narváez,  Porlamar ,  Venezuela.    

 Nuevas adquis ic iones.  Group show at  Museo de Bel las  Artes .  Caracas.  

1994 De espejos  y  espej ismos.  Group show at  Espacio Unión .  Caracas.  

 Vis iones,  juegos y  art i f ic ios .  Group show at  Espacio Unión .  Caracas.  

 Tej ido amari l lo ,  azul  y  rojo a l  inf in i to en negro .  Act ion at  Museo de Bel las  Artes .  Caracas.  

1995 Casa Abierta.  Estudio de la  Colecc ión de Pintura y  Escultura del  Museo de Bel las  Artes .  Group 
show at  Museo de Bel las  Artes .  Caracas 

Una v is ión del  arte  contemporáneo.  Colecc ión Ignacio y  Valent ina Oberto.  Group show at  Museo 
de Arte Contemporáneo de Caracas .  Caracas.  
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1996 De la  abstracc ión.  Formas en expansión.  Colecc ión de arte lat inoamericano del  Museo de Bel las  
Artes.  Group show at  Museo de Bel las  Artes .  Caracas.  

1997 La Invención de la  Cont inuidad.  Group show at  Galer ía  de Arte Nacional .  Caracas.  

1998 Desde e l  cuerpo:  Alegor ías  de lo  femenino .  Group show at  Museo de Bel las  Artes .  Caracas.   

 cas(A)nto.  Una propuesta de Antonieta Sosa.  Solo show at  Museo de Bel las  Artes .  Caracas.   

2002 Agitación como r i tual  cot id iano -  Cartograf ías  del  deseo .  b&w and color ,  Lat in America:  F i lm,  
Video and Mult imedia.  Audiovisual  department program. Museo Nacional  Centro de Arte Reina 
Sof ía .  Madrid,  Spain.  

2003 Fragmento y  Universo .  Group show at  Centro Cultural  Corp Group .  Caracas.  

2004 Conceptual ismos.  Arte conceptual  en Venezuela 1960-2000 .  Group show at  Museo Mario Abreu .  
Maracay,  Venezuela.   

2006 The S i tes  of  Lat in  American Abstract ion.  Group show at  Cisneros-Fontanals  Foundat ion.  Miami.   

2008 L i tt le  p iece of  heaven,  1998-2008.  Group show at  the Sert  Gal lery,  Carpenter  Center  for  the 
Visual  Arts ,  Harvard Univers i ty .  Cambridge.  

Arte ≠ v ida:  Act ions by Art ists  of  the Americas ,  1960-2000.  Group show at  Museo del  Barr io .  New 
York.  

I I I  Encuentro Mundial  de Arte Corporal .  Performance fest ival  organized by Inst i tuto de las  Artes  
de la  Imagen y  e l  Espacio  ( IARTES) ,  at  Galer ía  de Arte Nacional .  Caracas.  

Yo animal  (animal  me).  Performance presentat ion at  Museo Univers i tar io  del  Chopo,  Univers idad 
Nacional  Autónoma de México .  Mexico City .   

El  animal  (The animal) .  Performance presentat ion at  La ONG (Organización Nelson Garr ido) .  
Caracas.  

2009  53°  Venice Biennale.  Group show at  the Venezuelan Pavi l ion.  Venice,  I ta ly .  

The S i tes  of  Lat in  American Abstract ion.  Group show by the Cisneros-Fontanals  Col lect ion at  the 
Museum of  Lat in American Art  (MOLAA).  Long Beach,  Cal i fornia.  

2010 29° Bienal  de São Paulo,  Há sempre um copo de mar para um homem navegar /  There is  a lways a 
cup of  sea to sai l  in .  São Paulo,  Braz i l .  

Vibración,  Arte moderno de Lat inoamérica .  Group show by Cisneros-Fontanals  Col lect ion at  the  
Kunsthal le  Bonn,  Germany.    

2011 Constructed Vis ion – Abstract  and Concrete Art  f rom Lat in America.  The El la  Fontanals-Cisneros 
Col lect ion.  Group show at  Haus Konstrukt iv  Zur ich,  Switzer land.  

 Frames and Documentes,  Conceptual  Pract ices,  Select ions from the El la  Fontanals-Cisneros 
Col lect ion,  Group show at  CIFO.  Miami.  

 Re.act . feminism #2:  a  performing archive.  Travel ing group show at  Centro Cultural  Montehermoso 
Kulturunea .  V i tor ia  Gasteiz ,  Spain.  

2012  Re.act . feminism #2:  a  performing archive.  Travel ing group show at:  Instytut  Sztuki  Wyspa,  
Gdansk ,  Poland /  Galer i ja  Miros lav Kral jev ic ,  Zagreb,  Croat ia  /  Museet  for  Samtidskunst ,  Roski lde,  
Denmark /  Tal l inna Kunst ihoone ,  Tal l inn,  Estonia /  Fundació Antoni  Tàpies .  Barcelona,  Spain.  

2013 Re.act . feminism #2:  a  performing archive.  Akademie der  Künste .  Ber l in,  Germany.  

2014  Construcciones ident i tar ias:  cuerpo,  memoria y  lugar ,  Salón Banesco jóvenes con FIA XVI I .  Inv i ted 
as  an specia l  guest  at  the Ateneo de Caracas.  Caracas.  

Pr imary Structures,  Younger  American and Br i t ish Sculptors .  Group show at  The Jewish Museum. 
New York.  

2015 Real idades Instantáneas.  Group show at  Sala  TAC.  Caracas.    
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2016  The I l lus ive Eye.  Group show at  Museo del  Barr io.  New York.   

2017 Radical  women:  Lat in  American art ,  1960-1985.  Travel ing group show at  the Hammer Museum. 
Los Angeles.  

2018 Radical  women:  Lat in  American art ,  1960-1985.  Travel ing group show at  the Brooklyn Museum, 
New York,  and Pinacoteca de São Paulo,  Braz i l .  

Archivo Abierto /  DESINENCIA-a .  Group show at  the Galer ía  Abra,  Caracas.  

2019 Sur  moderno:  Journeys of  Abstract ion:  The Patr ic ia  Phelps  de Cisneros Gi ft .  Group show at  the 
Museum of  Modern Art ,  MoMA. New York.   

2020 Homenaje a Antonieta Sosa,  80años,  d ía  F lash:  01 de marzo de 2020 ,  Solo show at  Espacio 
Monitor  and Museo de Bel las  Artes .  Caracas.  

 

 

INSTITUCIONAL COLLECTIONS  

Museo de Bel las  Artes,  MBA.  Caracas.  

Galer ía  de Arte Nacional ,  GAN.  Caracas.  

Museum of  Modern Art ,  MoMA. New York.  

C isneros Fontanals  Art  Foundat ion,  CIFO,  Miami.  

 


